Fe ry fseeher, 
ee 4 


JOURNAL 


OF THE 


BRITISH SOCIETY OF 
DOWSERS 








—o 


Vol. IV. No. 31 March, 1941 





CONTENTS 


Notices 
Psychical Aspects of Divination 
War-time Dowsing 


Coloured Rods, Photographs, Lost 
Property and Map Reading 


Psychological or Physiological Dowsing . 
Dowsing for Health 

Notes and News 

New Members 


Some Books . 


Price to Non-Members, 1|= 





BRITISH SOCIETY OF DOWSERS 
COUNCIL 


President : 
Cotonet A. H. Bett, D.S.O., O.B.E. 
Address : York House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2. 
Hon. Secretary and Treasurer : 


Lt.-Cotonet H. M. Epwarps, D.S.O. 
Address: 56 Oxhey Road, Watford, Herts. 


Miss M. E. Macqueen Major C. A. Pogson, M.C. 
Dr. Hector Munro, M.B. Captain W. H. Trinder 


OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY 


(a) To encourage the study of all matters connected with the perception 
of radiation by the human organism with or without an instrument. 

(b) To spread information amongst membcrs, by means of a journal, 
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NOTICES 


We much regret to record the death of Livut.-Colonel A. B. 
Cunningham, C.B.E., D.S.O., R.E. (Retired), on October 28th. 
1940, at Nairobi, following an operation. After his retirement 
and as a result of reading The Modern Dowscr Colonel Cunningham 
took up dowsing with the greatest keenness. He practised it to 
much purpose for the successful cultivation of fruit trees with 
regard to the suitability of soil and the cure of disease. Latterly, 
he made use of dowsing for the diagnosis and treatment of disease 
in human beings. He contributed several articles to the Journal 
on these subjects. Wis death is a great loss to the Society and 
to his many friends. 

Owing to the difficulties arising from the present war con- 
ditions it will not be possible to arrange any lectures in the 
near future. * * * * * 


If any member has a copy of * Tu Seras Sourcier,”’ of “ Apologie 
du Sourcier ” and of “Comment J’Opére ’ which he is willing 
to dispose of, would he please communicate with Mr. A. Tyldesley, 
306 Wimborne Road, Bournemouth, who is anxious to acquire 
copies of these books. 

* * * * * 


Messrs. Devine and Co. Ltd., St. Stephen’s Road, Old Ford, 
London, E.3, supply pendulums of whale ivory with central 
suspension and cavity for sample at 7s. 6d. each; also nickel 
silver and copper angle rods, together with whalebone rods in 
desired dimensions of flat, square or circular section. 

* * * * x 


Mumetal rods can be obtained from the makers through the 
Editor. An article on the use of the mumetal rods for depth 
finding, which was discovered by the late Major Ralph Creyke, 
was reprinted in the Journal for March, 1939. 

* * * 

Several members have asked the Editor for back numbers 
of the Journal. The Editor would be greatly obliged if members 
who do not require their old Journals would return them to him. 

* ** * * * 

The Society’s badges can be obtained from the Honorary 
Secretary. Owing to the increased cost of postage the price 
is now Is. 3d. post free. 

* * ** * x 

Communications for the Editor, and inquiries, should be sent to 

Colonel A. H. Bell, York House, Portugal Street, London, W.C.2. 
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PSYCHICAL ASPECTS OF DIVINATION BY 
MEANS OF ROD AND PENDULUM 
By j. CECIL MABY, B.Sc., A.R.C.S., F.R.A.S., B.S.D. 

(The substance of a lecture delivered at Walton House on March 
16th, 1940; reprinted from Psychic Science by permission of the 
International Institute for Psychic Investigation). 

Mr. CHAIRMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

As some of you may be aware, Mr. T. B. Franklin and I 
have lately spent several years of laborious and costly scientific 
investigation upon the phenomena of dowsing, or divination ; 


concentrating mainly upon physical and physiological aspects of 


the case, and employing modern apparatus of suitable kinds, 


some especially designed for the purpose. The first fruits of 


that work we have embodied in a monograph entitled The Physics 
of the Divining Rod (G. Bell and Sons, London, 1939). which has. 
fortunately, so far been well received by the scientific press ; 
and the purely physical field technique that we have worked out 
has already amply justified itself in practice over several years 
of commercial undertakings for public companies, corporations 
and private individuals. Indeed, it is now possible to state 
that a far higher standard of accuracy and success can be prac- 
tically guaranteed to scientific dowsers, or radio-prospectors, as 
one may properly call them, than was previously possible ; while 
lucky guesswork and psychological intuitions have been com- 
pletely excluded. 

This purely physical aspect of Dowsing I have already dealt 


with earlier this week in an address to the Royal Society of 
Arts* ; whereas to-day you will naturally wish to hear more of 


the psychical side of Divination as it was traditionally under- 
stood, 

We cannot afford, however, to dispense with physical inter- 
pretations altogether at this stage in Psychic Science, since it 
repeatedly appears that supernormal phenomena take a physical 
turn; and it is likewise true to state that even psychological 
reactions must, in order to be objectively manifest, possess more 
or less material and physical counterparts or concomitants. Th 
idea of cerebral memory traces and sensory action is a classical 
example, since although spiritistic communications strongly 
suggest the activity of discarnate minds and psychic forces, yet 
some form of physical intermediary, by way of a medium, 
automatist or clairvoyant, is also invariably implicated in the 
process of actual manifestation of such minds and forces. 

The physical aspect of supernormal phenomena is, of course. 
clearly manifest in poltergeist, locational haunting, psychometric, 


* Vide Roy. Soc. Arts Journal, April 19th, 1940. 
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materialisation, apport and direct-voice phenomena, to mention 
a few main categories. But there also exists a more subtle 
aspect which may, perhaps, eventually forge a link between the 
co-called psychical and physical realms of manifestation: both 
really physical in that they are perfectly natural. I refer to 
etheric or electro-magnetic radiations, which represent the 
transitional and go-between state from one world to the other, 
if my guess is not wide of its mark. And, as you know, the 
probable significance of radiological phenomena has been more 
than hinted at in the past by many students of Psychic Science : 
e.g.. Sir Oliver Lodge, when he writes of a psychic ether, analagous 
to the physical ether of space; Dr. Wilfrid Garton, when he 
uses the expression “ other world substance ” in his recent articles 
in Light ; the Bousfields in their stimulating book Mind and its 
Mechanism ; Professor H. H. Price (our Chairman to-day) in his 
last Presidential Address to the S.P.R., referring to possible 
residual emanations in rooms and localities after the occurrence 
of emotional events; and Mr. Harry Price in his last book, 
speaking of the same phenomenon, and mentioning the remark- 
able falls of temperature recorded by his thermographs in séance 
and haunted rooms. Then, too, we have the concept crystallized 
out in expressions such as “the etheric double,” “raising the 
rate of vibration,” “ telepathy.”’ and so forth. 

All these ideas invoke a physical ether, electro-magnetic waves 
and electrical states or modifications of normal space. They are 
also given some tangibility by the progressive experiments of 
Geley, Bisson, Shrenck-Notzing, Richet, Crandon and others on 
ectoplasmic phemonena, as well as by the attempted demon- 
strations of Durville and Watters,. who variously attempted to 
record * astral’ projections from living creatures by special 
photographic and electroscopic means ; though Watters’ supposed 
ghosts of mice and insects recently appear to have been disposed 
of in other terms. We can say, however. that ectoplasmic, 
materialisation and (?) apport phenomena, not to mention the 
direct voice, telekinetic action and levitation, temperature drops. 
&c., indicate with certainty some extraordinarily powerful electro- 
magnetic kind of control by what we call mind and will over 
body and physical substance. And it is essential to note that 
such a process has its prototype in the better-known and officially- 
approved phenomena of biological growth, regeneration and 
embryology. For it is. I think, perfectly clear to anyone who 
has seriously studied cytology, genetics and embryology that the 
ultimate claborated organism is not simply an enlargement or 
even an “unfolding” of some miniature architect’s plan, pre- 
conceived and laid down in the fertilised ovum. At the same 
time, there must, presumably, exist some sort of physical pre- 
disposition in the first cell of every creature, that finally makes 
its mature form a possibility. So let us probe this idea further. 
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fre Present ImpassE in BioLocy. 


Since the ultimate organism (if of a “ higher” type) does not 
simply consist in a multiplication of the primordial unit cell. 


but arrives at its ultimate complexity and diversity by virtue of 


a continually changing and purposively modified process- 


compared with which the birth of the heavier elements out of 


the primordial hydrogen and helium in a hot star is mere child’s 
play ; and since the resultant organism is highly specialised in 
all its resultant parts for the fulfilment of numerous quite distinct 
purposes. which cannot be said to have been forced on it by 
plastic, casual adaptation to environment ; we may fairly con- 
clude that there exists in or around the simple fertilised ovum, or 
initial cell, some directional and purposive “ field of force ” of 
an invisible and immaterial kind, that directs and co-ordinates 
all these changes. Otherwise. all that would result would be a 
roughly spherical mass (if suspended in a free medium) of similar 
daughter cells, by continued division of the primordial cell. And 
we know that even one of the simplest cell-colonies. Volvox (a 
minute spherical plant. living in water) is more specialised and 
diversified than that. 

No, surely there must exist something vastly superior to the 
bare electro-chemical series of causes and effects that the mechanist 
assumes lead to the repeated divisions of a single mother cell, 
when one comes to these sudden and elaborate changes of plan 
as the initial cell colony reaches a certain size Or direction in 
space, without coercion by external environment. And it may 
well be that it is this same “ field of force.” or “ divine plan.” 
that operates in the séance room upon externalised substance. 
or extoplasm. moulding it into suitably functional forms, as 
also operates less rapidly and dramatically in the growing organism 
of normal biology. 

You will appreciate, therefore, that. however poorly I have 
expressed myself. biologists are forced, willy-nilly. to accept some 
kind of purposive spiritistic intervention in vital processes, or at 
least to assume some form of pre-ordained * etheric * or electro- 
magnetic plan other than simple intra-atomic and molecular 
physical forces. if they wish to explain the facts of organogeny 
and growth in sensible terms. Else they are forced back on 
mysteries vet more dim and hazy than any that the spiritist or 
Vitalist ever thought to propose. 


Tur PuysioLocicaL Dowsinc Facutry. 

That brings me to the end of a rather long and. I fear, some- 
what devious introduction, which seemed desirable before turning 
to specific problems ; since the bare facts of Dowsing. Psychical 
Research and allied subjects are already familiar to students of 
their extensive literature. And since I have, to-day. adopted 
a primarily physical approach to the phenomena of what used 
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to be commonly called divination, I must first deal with the 
use of indicators such as divining rods, pendulums and other 
devices, designed to show and even measure what we may broadly 
classify as dowsing reactions, in terms of perfectly rational 
muscular reflexes, as studied by the unimaginative physcist or 
physiologist. Having first understood the physical mechanism 
of such reactions, we shall then be in a better position to proceed 
to the study of them relative to the automatisms and mediumistic 
reactions of Divination and Spiritism, as traditionally interpreted, 
Crediting only the reactions and observations of those modern 
dowsers who disclaim any clairvoyant, telepathic or other 
“ psychic * powers, but who, rather, persistently insist on the 
physical, or radiesthetic, nature of the phenomena of mineral, 
metal and water finding; eliminating, as far as possible, the 
factors of lucky guessing. pre-information, telepathic or direct 
suggestion and chance coincidence; and by utilising several 
purely automatic (hence non-suggestible) physical instruments of 
electro-magnetic principles to check the local strength of the 
radiation and fields of force claimed by dowsers, Mr, Franklin 

and [ eventually arrived at the following general conclusions* : 
(1) Oscillatory electro-magnetic fields, whether of natural or 
artificial origin. on the one hand, and Hertzian (wireless 
type), ultra-violet. X-ray, kathode-ray and certain highly 
energised and penetrative electronic and corpuscular forms 
of radiation, on the other hand, are all responsible for 
measurable reflex muscular reactions in certain sensitive 
persons. Such persons we may term potential dowsers ; and 
it is fairly evident already both from our own work and 
from the earlier observations of men such as Cardan, Mesmer. 
Reichenbach, Maxwell. Boirac, several of the French 
hypnotists, Abrams, Starr White, Wigelsworth, Boyd. 
EKeman and many others that such sensitivity is far more 
widespread than is commonly believed. It is likewise 
almost certain from the various evidence that I have been 
able to collect that those unfortunate people known as weather 
sensitives, who are markedly affected by sudden atmospheric 
changes, electric storms, radio-active deposits and even the 
lunar magnetic cycle (which also affects the wireless, plant 
growth rate, &c.), are commonly good potential dowsers. 
While the majority, if not all, rheumatic and mediumistic 
subjects (in the automatist and physical line) are likely to 
fall into the same category ; though statistical evidence on 

a wider scale is next needed to prove this hypothesis. 

On the other hand, careful laboratory tests on over a 
hundred subjects of either sex, various ages, types, &c., taken 
at random, have also convinced us that dowsing reactivity 


* Vide Chapter VII. of our book on Dowsing and B.S.D. Journal, IV., 27. 
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isa perfeetly natural and common physiological characteristic ; 
though it evidently varies very widely in degree and tends to 
be enhanced, apparently, by fatigue, ill-health, old age and, 
perhaps, certain emotional states. In short, that one may 
expect to get more marked dowsing reactions (on natural 
or artificial electro-magnetic stimulation of the appropriate 
nerve and muscle groups) from hypochondriacs, hysterics 
neurasthenics and subjects in an hypnotic or otherwise 
relatively uncontrollable, automatic (reflexive) or somnam- 
bulistic state. But in all this very much further statistical 
investigation will be needed, and these are simply initial 
suggestions based on rather general observation ; since the 
physiological and medical sides of the picture have necessarily 
received less attention, for a start, than the basie physical 
and field prospection problems. 

(2) In the field, under natural conditions. what the dowser’s 
muscles respond to are patterned electro-magnetic (mainly 
Hertzian, but also magnetic) fields of force which have now 
been proved to the hilt by means of five or six different 
types of physical instruments into which human reactions 
in no way enter, and which outline precisely the same planes, 
lines, zones. &¢c., of increased field strength as the more 
skilful dowser can outline in advance, using only his own 
neuro-muscular system and some simple indicator, such as 
a pendulum or divining-rod, a bundle of pegs and a tape- 
measure. A laboratory technique for radiometric analysis 
of unknown substances, based on the same general principles, 
is also being worked out at the present time, embodying 
the measurement of specific frequencies, or wavelengths, of 
atomic radiation.* And for the latter purpose the simple 
pendulum and divining rod, in their improved modern forms, 
can once more be used; the magic of the process residing in 
the sensitivity of a diviner’s muscles to extraordinarily 
delicate physical stimuli, in the nature of short-wave Hertzian 
radiation, oscillatory magnetic fields and certain emanations 
(beta and gamma rays) from radio-active elements, such as 
radium, uranium, thorium, &c. And it is worthy of mention 
that the latter class of substances, which may occur in 
isolated subterranean deposits in many districts, seem to 
be especially noxious to health; causing “cold shivers,” 
depression, accentuation of rheumatic and other widespread 
maladies, headache, nausea, &c. Hence, the feeling that a 
place is haunted may sometimes be attributable to such 
local radiations affecting sensitive subjects of the diviner 
and medium class; while actual painful deaths, with con- 

* For a preliminary note on the successful outcome of this enquiry, see 
B.S.D. Journal, IV., 28, pp. 119-22. Medical Aspects are also under 
immediate investigation with Mr. L. E. Eeman’s help. 
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comitant long-drawn misery, of previous owners of overlying 
rooms or houses. may, perhaps, be super-added to the 
“ psychic * picture. Moreover, underground streams, electric 
cables, pipe lines. and so forth may also cause similar, if 
less exacerbating. malaise and unrest in potential dowsers 
who have to live or sleep very close to them. 

Here. then, is a veritable “ sixth sense *’ such as Richet spoke 
about relative to telepathy and clairvoyance, based on perfectly 
clear physical principles and susceptible of detailed instrumental 
corroboration. 


SIMPLE RaprestTuetic “ TELEPATHY.” 


Professor Fk. Cazzamalli claims to have demonstrated in recent 
years in a well-equipped physical laboratory that human beings 
under sudden emotional stress emit short-wave wireless radiations 
of considerable energy and penetration ; and, despite considerable 
bombardment of protest and hypercriticism from the usual 
fountain’ heads of all * just and true knowledge.”’ it would appear 
that such claims are well founded. Nor are they at all sur- 
prising in view of modern radiation and dowsing theory and my 
own observations during the last ten years. For [have, employing 
both sensitive dowsers’ muscular reflexes (increased field strength 
or degree of electrification causing a weakening of the muscles 
and increasing relaxation, or decreased tonus, up to a certain 
‘saturation ~ value, when the effect reverses) and also a specially 
constructed radio detector, working automatically, been able 
to show that just the type of emotional broadcast, or “ psycho- 
radiant reflex.” postulated by the Italian workers can readily 
be demonstrated by dowsing technique. 

Thus it is possible, granted an emotional and, perhaps, rather 
strong-willed person, acting as telepathic “ agent,” and standing 
out of sight and hearing of a sensitive dowser (who may be 
deafened and blindfolded, if need be) simply to think “ Now!’ 
or“ There ! * as the latter walks over some spot of ground mentally 
pre-selected by the “ agent.” in order to create a strong dowsing 
reflex and rod or pendulum reaction. This can, of course, also 
be done in various other ways, with the sensitive standing or 
sitting still, for instance ; and the reactions can be recorded on 
suitable tape machines, myographs, tonometers, &c. Thus the 
percentage of successes and failures, the reaction times, the 
effects of change of mental attitude, drugs, &¢., can be fully 
examined. 

Here again, very much remains to be done, but I believe that 
Cazzamalli and I have, independently, laid the foundations of a 
new approach to both dowsing and simple telepathic phenomena, 
not to mention many curious facts observed by the early French 
hypnotists of the Nancy school, as well as by Mesmer himself 
and even earlier investigators of “ animal magnetism ” as it was 
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called. But I cannot, unfortunately, enter into details to-day, 
as time is short. Some further details will, however, be found in 
The Physics of the Divining Rod, pp. 39 and 320, and Light. 
March 21st and 28th, 1940. Certainly a divining rod or similar 
indicator (e.g., some of the more elaborate and sensitive meters 
mentioned in our book) provides an admirable way of recording 
subliminal muscular reflexes, whether of dowsing (radiotropic ) 
or spiritistic (? psychical) origin. Indeed, Richet used the rod in 
such a way many years ago, and Barrett’s experiments with 
diviners seeking hidden objects, which he confirmed that they 
found with a significantly high percentage of success, like Mr. 
Soal’s more recent tests of the Vaudeville “ telepathist ** Marion, 
may well have been largely relative to Cazzamalli’s psycho- 
radiant reflexes from emotional bystanders guiding the dowsing 
sensitives by this simple form of telepathy. So, too, perhaps, 
with certain other experiments such as Mr. G. N. M. Tyrrell’s 
with his special electrical recording apparatus (vide Proc. S.P.R.) 
and my own, using an electric press-button and tape-recorder 
technique, mentioned in Light two years ago; the latter having 
been very highly successful and—as I now realise-—definitely on 
dowsing lines. Indeed, where any form of electrical switching is 
involved in the process of selection of an object or recording the 
moment of telepathic transfer of a stimulus by the agent, a 
minute electro-magnetic change in any wire leading towards the 
percipient may be sufficient to give him the clue by physical 
dowsing reaction. So that, in some cases, at least. it may not 
be necessary to call in a mysterious psychical process ; and in 
future psychical researchers will need to be particularly careful 
to avoid all electric conductors, on the one hand, capable of 
transferring dowsing impulses, or relatively small spatial separa- 
tions between agent and percipient, when the Cazzamalli short- 
wave radio effects may be operative. [£.g.. the Brugmans’ 
tests. | 

At distances of many miles, especially hundreds of miles. 
however, the odds are strongly against the working of ordinary 
physical radio of the above kind ; since, although our work shows 
that a sensitive dowser compares very favourably with the best 
modern wireless receivers, as detector of Hertzian radiation, he 
cannot be thought to emit impulses of sufficient strength, when 
working as a transmitter (in the Cazzamalli sense) to bridge 
distances of hundreds of miles of space. Yet we know from the 
annals of Psychic Science that undoubtedly such “ messages * 
get through over hundreds or thousands of miles, on occasion, 
without appreciable reduction of strength or screening by inter- 
mediate barriers—as far as one can judge in wireless terminology. 
But these messages are of a more detailed sort, involving the 
transmission of auditory, visual, tactile and, sometimes, olfactory 
sensations. Indeed, as you know, they go further than that, in 
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the sense that a seemingly objective phantasm, of the agent and, 
perhaps, an “hallucinatory ” image of his environment often 
comes through. 

In such instances there is no evidence of the percipient con- 
sciously (and why subconsciously, pray ?) tuning in to a special 
“family wavelength ” or adopting any special receptive state, 
which one may call a triggered condition ; unless, indeed, a state 
of “brown study,” lethargy or sleep supervenes. And though 
it is true that the latter are common to many instances of psychic 
percipiency, they do not appear to be essential. For many of 
the most surprising apparitions and “hallucinations” of a 
veridical kind have occurred to people while they were busy 
about their daily round and common task, as I can positively 
vouch myself. On the radio hypothesis, moreover, we should 
have to postulate telephonic, televisual and even teletactual or 
olfactory waves, individually broadcast on different wavelengths 
in order to build up the resultant composite hallucination. And 
that is asking rather too much of one’s credulity under the given 
circumstances. Whereas, too, there is this added and, I think. 
insuperable difficulty : that the vision or message very commonly 
is received after the bodily death of the agent ; sometimes under 
circumstances that preclude telepathy from another still living 
agent. 

We see. therefore. that despite the very real likelihood of 
dowsing type responses giving the game away at short range and 
under limited experimental conditions, in the full-blooded spiritistic 
experience we are apparently faced by a very different problem. 
And that is why I. personally, always rather mistrust all little- 
minded, fiddling laboratory experiments in extra-sensory per- 
ception, &c¢., as compared with the grand - scale natural 
phenomenon, or spontaneous case. For the first may. in the 
end, be found to represent simply experiments in radiesthesia. 
or extended physiology ; whereas the latter look rather like 
being truly metaphysical experiences of the profoundest import 

the proper subject matter of Spiritualism and Psychical 
Research. 

We are also forewarned by dowsing experiences, as all public 
tests have shown and Cazzamalli’s and my enquiries have 
seemingly explained, of the possibly disturbing réle of mentally 
active, or antagonistically disposed onlookers (or sitters) during 
such delicate experiments. 


TELEPATHY. PSYCHOMETRY AND CLAIRVOYANCE. 

If dowsing can be made a tolerably exact science, as many of 
us have every right now to assert on the basis of recent physica | 
enquiry, the understanding of its electro-magnetic origin. and 
the accuracy of the resultant field estimates and laboratory 
analyses, both qualitative and quantitative, then the possibility 
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that many examples of cryptesthesia occur thanks to unconscious 
dowsing ability, subtly developed in subconscious detail, cannot 
be absolutely refuted. For the action of all our senses (to which 
we must now add the dowsing-type reactions to our muscles. 
nerves and, apparently, other organs and tissues, to various 
electro-magnetic and radiological stimuli) cannot be denied to 
be wonderfully delicate ; commonly surpassing in sensitivity the 
most refined physical instruments of modern science. and in- 
finitely more plastic and comprehensive than they are. 

As for the objection to the radiation hypothesis that telepathic 
phenomena show no appreciable change of relative intensity in 
proportion to the inverse square of the distance between agent 
and percipient; one has to be cautious before passing final 
judgement, since it is conceivable that some kind of automatic 
volume control, to borrow a phrase from radio engineering, may 
maintain the sensible output in the human receiver (ea hypothes?) 
approximately constant, despite a widely varying input. And 
there is, indeed, in many mediumistic. clairaudient and ~ auto- 
matic “ phenomena direct evidence that the incoming signal 
strength. so to speak. varies very appreciably. For sometimes 
a voice is loud and clear, at others faint and indistinct ; at times. 
too, apparitions of the visual sort are either very distinct and 
substantial. while at others they may be less so in varying degree. 
And I do not think that it can fairly be claimed that this can 
be attributed to the receptivity of the sensitive alone. It is, 
rather, attributable to what is known as “ the power ~ in spiritist 
circles, which, in turn, may. physically speaking. be controlled 
by several factors :—-c.g.. meteorological and geomagnetic and 
electrical conditions obtaining at the given time. the output of 
“psychic energy of the medium or automatist and other 
assisting sitters, and, finally. the intensity of the incoming 
‘signals ~ from the extraneous psychic agent or communicator, 

I belicve that we are fully justified in speaking provisionally 
in such physical terms on the basis of the observed facts and the 
advice of the soi-disant discarnate communicators themselves. 
even though such ideas should prove, in the last analysis, to be 
extremely crude and insufficient. Moreover, the excellent 
investigations carried on by my friend and associate Mr. L. E. 
Keman* in the course of his psychiatral practice in London 
since the last war very plainly point to like conclusions ; and 
he and I are at present collaborating in this direction, our hope 
being to work out in conerete radiological language and technique 
the principles underlying the undeniable success of the Mesmer. 
Reichenbach, Boirac, Abrams and Eeman forms of diagnosis 
and treatment. For it is now evident that all these have not 
only a real physical basis, but also fall into the two main categories 


* Instructive works by Mr. Eeman are Man and Superman and Mow do vou 
Sleep 2 Author-Partner Press, 24 Baker Street. London. W.1. 
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of Radiesthesia and the old-time Animal Magnetism: the latter 
as distinct from suggestionism and ordinary hypnotic technique. 
as admitted by the medical profession, being a dowsing-type 
electro-magnetic phenomenon, referable to specific radiations and 
fields of force which can be both detected by automatic physical 
instruments and also, it seems, amplified up electrically or else 
produced artificially ab initio. 

It has recently become increasingly clear that Mr. Eeman’s 
human circuits, or the electrical linkage of his patients (vide 
last footnote and The Physics of the Divining Rod, chap 2. pp. 
62-5) are related in no uncertain manner to (a) the interconnection 
of thermionic valves in modern radio receivers, as used for detection 
and amplification of faint electro-magnetic impulses of Hertzian. 
intermittent and oscillatory types; (b) the Mesmer-Boirac- 
Abrams, &c.. electro-medical technique ; (c) the arrangement and 
apparent functions of so-called “ psychic ~ circles in spiritist 
séances ; and, finally, (d) the physical principles of modern 
dowsing, as lately investigated by Franklin and myself. We 
have, therefore, a very promising and tolerably secure field for 
future research of the most illuminating kind; though I fear 
that such explanations will not please the “ psychic” pundits. 
who rigidly exclude, ex hypothesi all physical explanations of 
their cherished “ supernormal ” phenomena. Science must take 
its course, however ; and we cannot worry ourselves unduly over 
dogmatic objections which have no clear bearing on well observed 
and repeatable physical and physiological facts. 

My provisional suggestion, therefore, is that purely radiesthetic, 
or dowsing-type phenomena frequently tend to become inter- 
mingled with, or form the starting points of. more claborate 
metaphysical excursions of thought of the “ psychic” varicty. 
If so, our next move in order to clarify both subjects and preclude 
much wasteful argument and contention is to sort things out 
and demarcate the two fields as sharply as possible. 


THe ProvteEmM oF Two WorLpbs. 

Supposing, now, that physical dowsing can be sharply dis- 
tinguished from psychical divination (including clairvoyance. 
psychometry and so forth), we find ourselves foreed back on the 
ancient and recurrent conception of dualistic philosophy, that 
there co-exist two distinctive, and yet interpenctrating, con- 
comitant and correlative worlds of being: those of MIND (the 
psychical) and MATTER (the physical), respectively. Personally. 
I have always favoured such a conception, since it appears to 
me, on the basis of the observed facts, to be at present inescapable, 
no matter how attractive monistic doctrines may seem to be. 
For the desire to unify and reduce all phenomena to one common 
basis is, after all, simply a desire for simplicity of thought, and 
is not necessarily philosophically true. 
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We are therefore encouraged to speak in terms of two worlds 
and, perhaps, two etheric media of manifestation and conscious- 
ness. These I find it convenient to think of as being SPACE, 
on the one hand, relative to physical and material phenomena. 
and TIME,* on the other, relative to the phenomena of psychical 
and mental activities. Memory. for instance, obviously exists 
in time and cannot be said to possess any spatial component 
whatever; while thought and all other psychical processes 
appear likewise to transcend spatial limitations. Hence the 
failure of the law of inverse squares in telepathic phenomena 
and the apparent instantaneity of * astral travelling.” the super- 
navigation of material obstacles in clairvoyant and psychometrical 
ventures.and the time-travelling faculty of the dreaming, entranced 
or mediumistic mind, which is commonly retrocognitive and 
occasionally, perhaps. also precognitive. For it is untrue to say 
that * time ceases to exist * under such conditions ; it is, rather, 
space and our present environment and materialistic limitations 
that cease to be barriers to conscious perception. Time, I suggest. 
is the primordial medium of all extra-sensory psychic activity. 
especially during certain sleep and trance states and. presumably. 
after death. And it is only the here-and-now of our everyday 
senses that possesses material and spatial connotations. 

The experimental physicist and engineer still think and work 
largely along the old lines, as if the Ether of Space were a tangible 
reality (Cf. the writings of Lodge. Lynch, Eagle, See and others) 
and making excellent practical use of the ~ crude mechanical 
conceptions ~ of late-Victorian physicists. So that we may. 
pending some better hypothesis, continue to regard space as 
being filled with a primordial medium of remarkable properties : 
the luminiferous ether. And that medium carries by means of 
its pulsations. stresses and strains all the multifarious manifesta- 
tions of gravity. cohesion. magnetism and electricity ; matter 
itself being represented by local semi-stable ether vortices and 
states of motion, the extreme rapidity of which renders them 
relatively solid and impermeable to other * solid objects, and 
hence to our physical sense organs. 

What we call radiation. on the other hand, may be crudely 
described as * matter in a state of transition from place to place,” 
or “ matter in a temporarily dematerialised state, and existing as 
free energy, ready to be absorbed by and re-stabilised by matter.” 
Only that sometimes the mistake has been made of terming 
minute flying fragments of still solid matter “ rays ” ; while, on 
the other hand, radiation commonly preserves a semi-corpuscular 
aspect in that it tends to pass to and from matter in the form of 
seemingly discrete bursts of energy, or quanta as they have been 
* True psychological time should not be confused with so-called * time ” 
as recorded by the mechanical movements of heavenly bodies and the 


hands of clocks. But I see no call for Dunne’s serial times and observers. 


236 





called. At the same time, these bundles of energy travel through 
space as trains of ether waves, apparently ; so that the undulatory 
aspect of radiation cannot be denied, and, of the two, it seems to 
many of us to be the more fundamental. That is to say, it is the 
wave-train, or ~ wavicle,” that may be the ultimate reality in 
the ether, while the resultant particle, or corpuscle, is merely a 
sensorial or instrumental appearance—an_ hallucination, so to 
speak, just as matter en masse is believed to be simply a mode 
of representation by our senses to our minds, which are essentially 
imaginative in their structure and working. 

Now it is immediately apparent, without any knowledge of 
detailed physical theories, that, if matter and radiation are both 
only forms of ether disturbance, with the luminiferous ether as 
the sole basic physical reality of the universe, the strange 
phenomena of Psychic Science and Divination are nothing to be 
surprised at: even telekinesis, dematerialisation, apports, 
phantoms. &c.. will be perfectly admissible and natural, granted 
the action of certain “ psychic’ entities and powerful forces, 
‘apable of manipulating the ether and its physical forces in the 
sort of way that Life and living Egos unquestionably manipulate 
them ordinarily, relative to growth, behaviour and reproduction. 
For, as we have seen already, even ectoplasmic materialisations 
may be regarded as simply a greatly quickened and extemporised 
representation of what normally happens in organic growth and 
embryology. The growth of an oak tree from a starchy acorn 
or the development of the child in its mother’s womb is every 
whit as wonderful and inexplicable as anything that occurs in 
the séance room. When closely examined everything is mysterious 
and ultimately inexplicable unless we make the supreme postulate 
of divine and individual spirit control of physical forces and material 
both in the inorganic (non-living), and organic (living) worlds. 

Hence, we seem to be forced back to the admission of some 
vitalistic and spiritistic force, which may be called psychism or 
“the Word ~ (LOGOS), operating upon the Ether or “ space-time 
continuum * so as to create form and purposeful behaviour out 
of what would otherwise be the void of Space. as the inspired 
writer of Genesis first understood so well. And all that occurs 
in what we call Time—the medium, or concomitant “ ether ” of 
mind and psychism, whether consciously or unconsciously 
expressed ;_ self-consciousness being, apparently, the highest 
integrated development of spirit activity yet known. 


SpeciFIC Rays AND EMANATIONS. 


As you probably know, diviners who claim to diagnose the 
specific nature of unknown and invisible objects, over and above 
simply locating and outlining large objects such as streams of 
water, metallic objects and mineral veins, do so by one of three 
means. Holding the rod or pendulum as usual, and either 
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placing one finger on the object of examination or else standing 

vertically over or under it. they proceed as follows :- 

(1) Hold in the hand, enclose in the pendulum bob or rod handle, 
or otherwise apply to some part of their nervous system a 
second selected sample of known constitution. If the sample 
is of the same elementary or compound nature as the object 
under test, accentuation of the normal dowsing reactions 
occurs ; whereas if it is unlike the latter, diminution or even 
complete restriction of the normal reactions takes place. 

(2) Count the serial number of rod reactions or pendulum gyra- 
tions obtained under the given conditions (without using any 
sample) before the indicator becomes inert or else the reactions 
reverse their direction ; specific serial numbers being found 
associated with different elements and compounds, though 
many dowsers do not agree as to the corresponding numbers 

a fact that I have been able to explain in terms of individual 
sensitivity, variable radiation intensity, fatigue and _ initial 
tension adopted by the dowser. 

(3) Use rods or pendulums of different colours, or use what is 
called the Mager Colour Rosette: the colour in this case 
taking the place of a sample and either permitting or inhibiting 
the reaction. This is based on the idea of “ corresponding 
frequencies of vibration *’ (proportionally, at least) of the 
colours and the atomic radiations from the object of enquiry. 
Musical notes have been similarly employed on occasion. 

As you might have expected on logical grounds, the first method 
appears to be the most general and reliable, and we have been 
able to show that it rests on a sound physical foundation ; namely, 
concordance or discordance of atomic vibration frequency, and 
of the resultant short-wave Hertzian radiation, between the 
specimen and the sample. But I must not waste time on physical 
details to-day. Suffice it to point out that radiations of similar 
frequency or wavelength harmonise and amplify each other’s 
effects, since they are in phase (waves coinciding); whereas 
those of dissimilar wavelength may be out of phase (waves 
opposing one another). Thus the dowser’s muscular reactions may 
be either enhanced or reduced by proximity to, or contact with, 
the right or the wrong sample. And the latter should, I find, 
be applied closely to the particular muscle groups used for rod 
or pendulum control for best results. 

The “serial numbers ** method is also based on physiological 
facts --- namely, that according to the ferquency of the atomic 
radiation in question the muscles fatigue, and the indicator 
responds, more or less quickly. But a better method is that of 
reaction times, measured by stop watch, and there are various 
sources of confusion and error that I need not mention in this 
paper. 
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The colours procedure, and still more the mere carrying of a 
written sample (enough to arouse the just wrath of Job himself !) 
by some more curious-minded dowsers, we have, so far, been 
unable to imitate or explain. But colours seem to be used 
successfully by some diviners—possibly as symbols of the elements 
in question, and hence in a psychological sense. 

Then, again, medical dowsers locate various organs and seats 
of disease in their patients by rod or pendulum; and this I can, 
to my surprise and initial chagrin, manage to do myself! Two 
explanations are forthcoming: the first, that diseased tissues are 
more radioactive than normal healthy ones (conceivable in some 
instances); the second, that the subject himself knows, even 
subconsciously, a good deal about his ailments, and thus directs 
the dowser by Cazzamalli-type short-wave broadcasts, which 
cause dowsing reactions as explained earlier in this paper. 
Tue Dowsinc Facuity AND PsyCHOMETRY. 

Directly one admits the facts of dowsing-type radiesthesia 
and the ability of some very sensitive and skilful persons to 
divine even the specific nature of substances by such means, one 
begins to wonder just how far this faculty may lead into the 
precincts of eryptesthesia and even what is known as “ psycho- 
metry.’ For it is only necessary to suppose that the Cazzamalli- 
type radiations from human beings under emotional stress, might 
somehow leave permanent or semi-permanent residual impressions, 
however subtle, on their surroundings, while physical objects 
would leave actual material contamination on ground, furniture, 
walls, &c.. in order to discover at least a radiesthetic starting 
point for psychometrical diagnoses by sensitives. And for this 
part of the process no spiritistic influences need be summoned 
up. But the most that such a dowsing faculty could possibly 
render, as far as I can see, would be an extremely vague impression 
of past associations, devoid of all individual personality or detailed 
history of the people and events in question. Yet such a faculty 
might, conceivably, help to establish the initial psychic rapport 
between the medium and the dead or departed persons ; though 
just how is very dubious. Nevertheless, the fact remains that 
psychometrists and clairvoyants commonly like to make physical 
contact with some actual objet de rapport at the outset of their 
psychie excursions, even though others can dispense with such 
physical contacts altogether, making tHeir aid seem non-essential 
to the real business. 

But unless we accept Captain W. H. Trinder’s idea (vide his 
recent small book on Dowsing) that a kind of photographic image, 
or Akashic record, of historical events associated with every 
material object is impressed on it, including human emotional 
records, we cannot think of the psychometrist merely in the 
réle of a superlative physiological dowser. For note well that 
dowsers find great difficulty in doing something relatively so 
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simple as even saying for certain that a specimen contains such 
and such elements in approximately such and such proportions— 
a mere flea bite compared with the mouthful taken by a good 
psychometrist. And if the psychic percipient really does get 
his or her information out of the physical object itself, it must 
surely be by somehow projecting consciousness right into the very 
substance of that object in a manner as minute and intricate as the 
hypothetical interpretation by the Ego of “ memory traces ” 
in one’s brain cells. But the difficulty in the way of the former 
process is that we have no right whatever to assume the existence 
of such subtle images, seeing that no known mechanism exists to 
focus images of events on their surroundings in the first place, 
and because in order to make permanent impressions on atoms 
or molecules far more powerful physical forces than we here 
have any cause to postulate are necessary, in the second place. 
And as for the so-called cerebral memory traces, all one can remark 
is that their existence has never yet been demonstrated by the 
most minute microscopic examination ; while they would be as 
liable to hopeless mutual blurring and confusion as the imaginary 
residuals with thich we are here concerned ; which last have been 
hinted at by Captain Trinder, Mr. H. Price, Professor H. H. 
Price and others before them as a possible basis of locational 
haunting and psychometry. 

Mystically. such ideas are very attractive, and unless we entirely 
forsake mechanistic explanations, there seems to be no other 
way to interpret either ordinary memory or psychometry. But 
my own feeling is that it is simpler and more plausible to entertain 
the idea of spiritistic communication of the events in question 
where psychometry is concerned, and a_ psychical faculty of 
backward time travelling where ordinary memory is concerned 
(however “ revolutionary ” and metaphysical that may be) than 
to stretch the mechanistic interpretation beyond what I may call 
its elastic limit. For we do possess a good fund of evidence of 
all sorts in favour of the former ideas, but absolutely none at all 
(beyond pure inference) in favour of the latter. 

Thus, I put it to you: Are you conscious, when you proceed 
either to remember some past event or else to plan out some 
fresh logical or artistic creation of your own mind, of so to speak 
poking about in innumerable file-index systems of classified 
memories in your physical brain ? Does not your consciousness rather 
fly swiftly back on the wings of Time to the original event itself, 
which in sleep or hypnosis is found never to be irretrievable, but which 
may flash back as vividly as if it were being lived over again ; 
whereas its relative vividness in waking life will depend upon your 
interest in the circumstance and the degree to which you can detach 
your consciousness from its present surroundings ? And if it is 
a matter of reasoning or creative thought does not the sequence 
of ideas flow out, more or less fluently. according to circum- 


240 





stances, as if it were what it claims to be—a purposive. vital 
and coherent whole, born of the spirit and the will, and not 
simply a chance concatenation of automatically recorded sense 
perceptions that have been regurgitated when something or 
someone pulled a mechanical trigger ? 

In short, the mechanism seems to be in the senses and the 
neuro-muscular system via which one achieves physical expression 
of the underlying ideas, not in the mind or one’s thoughts them- 
selves. 

At the same time, one has to admit the general principle of 
photographic images being recordable by certain chemically 
unstable substances when radiation fall upon them, that may 
also remain in a latent state until a further chemical manipula- 
tion develops them into patent form. Whereas it is also possible 
to make other subtle physical records that can subsequently be 
reproduced again and again: the mechanical vibration trains on 
gramophone records, and the magnetic records of sound that can 
also be made on steel ribbon, for instance. But in all such 
processes some focussing device is essential to image production, 
that is certainly absent from the haunting and residual impres- 
sions cases. And there is the further insurmountable difficulty 
in many instances of haunting and psychometrical imagery, that 
movement of the phantoms occurs before the eyes of a stationary 
observer. 

We are, therefore, thrown back on the spiritistic hypothesis 
according to which the phantasmal scene is caused either by an 
incursion of the agent’s (incarnate or discarnate) consciousness 
into the mind of the percipient, or else an actual “ astral” 
projection of substance or energy by the agent to the given 
location, causing a real physical modification of space. And 
the investigation of the latter type of haunting by means of 
refined physical apparatus should not be beyond our means, 
as Mr. Harry Price’s thermographic records and the attempts 
of Durville and Watters, for instance, have shown. But what 
is first wanted is a ghost that appears fairly regularly, or else an 
entranced subject who is good at astral projection or even more 
intensive exteriorisation. In fact, materialising séances have 
already provided some dramatic evidence in the more extreme 
direction ; and to call up more sturdy ghosts in traditionally 
haunted places it is probable that one requires a good physical 
medium who is subject to (a) spiritistic possession, and (b) out 
of the body experiences. For it seems to be necessary to have 
a living medium to provide the necessary “ power” to amplify 
up to a sensible level the weak field of force or etheric vibrations 
of the actual revenant. 


THE DowseEr As “ Psycuic”’ Mepium. 
To conclude this paper, I fecl bound to refer very bricfly to 
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the use of the rod, pendulum or electric press-button (with either 
flash lamp, meter or tape recorder) as indicators of muscular 
reflexes of apparently psychological origin. Here confusion and 
error are rife, since if the subject is a potential dowser some of 
his reactions will inevitably be due to the purely physiological 
changes of tonus, some gradual, others sudden and sharp, that 
we have been able to trace to sporadic variations of strength in 
both the Earth’s general electro-magnetic field and in local fields 
thrown out by nearby conductors and Hertzian oscillators. ( Vide 
R.S.A. Journal, loc. cit.).. Such reactions will make hay of any 
underlying “ psychic *” messages of the kind here in question, 
originating either in the subject’s own subliminal mind or that 
of some supposed spirit communicator. 

But. if the tension and setting adopted are appropriately coarse, 
so that nothing happens too readily, it may be possible to eliminate 
the dowsing type reactions and let through only the “* psychic ” 
ones; but to do that one needs to be a truly mediumistic 
automatist and, I think, to get into a relatively trance-like 
condition in which the reactions are quite powerful—one might 
say, of hysterical type. That achieved, the rod, pendulum or, 
better electric recorder (which may be made in the form of a 
tipping table or desk with electric contacts, &c.) is ready to give 
* psychic ” answers or messages through the automatist’s sub- 
conscious mind. on the one hand, or by discarnate spirit control, 
on the other, if one is lucky. Except in a perfect medium. 
however, the usual bugbears of wishful thinking, auto-suggestion. 
prejudice or pre-information, telepathy from bystanders or other 
living agents, subconscious logic and forecasting of future proba- 
bilities, and so forth all come into the picture, I find. On the 
other hand, granted a genuine medium and an entranced condition, 
a higher percentage of extra-sensory perceptions and cognitions, 
together with, perhaps, some genuine extrancously originating 
communications, may be obtained. But the “ psychic ~ rod or 
pendulum is certainly not to be recommended to the ordinary 
mortal or average dowser, except by way of providing an amusing 
but misleading. and hence often dangerous, drawing-room 
entertainment. 

If a person be sincere and sober-minded, however, a develop- 
ment of the dowser’s technique may lead also to “ psychic ” 
development, and is by way of being a first course in the thorny 
ways of true mediumship. For the one faculty leads up to the 
other in practice, even though they may eventually be proved 
to be discrete in theory. 





WAR-TIME DOWSING 
By A. NOEL SPONG 


With the cessation of building the need for new wells has for 
the moment largely ceased, but fresh activities for the dowser 
have cropped up. 

For example, I was called in last winter by a camp contractor 
who suspected he was having serious trouble with underground 
springs which were constantly breaking up his roads, in some 
instances through really thick conerete. I was able to confirm 
his suspicions, and arrangements were made to bridge these springs 
right over. 

But perhaps the most important work has been in connection 
with the Government Drainage Scheme for Agricultural Land. 

Here the dowser’s power of finding even slightly running water 
has proved of immense value. 

There are in this country many thousands of acres of land which 
were drained many years ago. A great deal over a hundred vears 
ago, after the Napoleonic Wars. when the agricultural depression 
was acute, the Government instituted vast schemes. of land 
drainage. 

When corn growing ceased to be profitable. much of this land 
fell or was put down to pasture, and in course of time the drainage 
system was forgotten and gradually the main outlets were lost 


sight of. 


Now with the Government’s new scheme of land drainage 
they are at great cost being re-discovered, and in many cases, 
once the main outlets have been opened up, are found to run as 
well as ever. 

Now while these drains are so blocked as to do little or no 
good to the land. few have ceased completely. and it is generally 
possible to find where they run. A light hazel twig or a light 
piece of twisted wire are the best tools to work with as far as 
my experience goes. 

Often the drains do not run into a main, but empty into a 
ditch direct. The silting up of the ditch has probably completely 
blocked the end pipe. Often, in fact, it has been displaced 
altogether, but a tiny trickle of water still takes place, and this 
is enough to move the twig. Pipes placed like this are often 
only one or even half a rod apart, so that even if one has ceased 
altogether it can be found by measurement. 

Before planning to drain a field, every farmer if he is wise 
should employ a dowser to ascertain if the field is not already 
drained, and only needs the ditches cleaned out and the pipes 
opened up, thus saving a heavy expenditure. 
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It is to be hoped that the Government will insist that a map 
of all the drains on a farm shall be made and kept, with either 
the title deeds or lease of the farm, so that incoming tenants 
should know what fields are drained and where the pipes run 
out, so that all the work and expense is not lost for future 
generations. 

The work of finding these lost drains is extremely interesting, 
apart from being of direct aid in our war effort. It requires no 
especial skill, and depth does not enter into it. It would perhaps, 
however, be as well to remember that, in searching for the pipes, 
under the original Government plan of a hundred years ago 
a minimum depth of three feet was generally insisted on. This is 
really too deep for effectual drainage in stiff clay ground, and 
seems to savour of red tape. 








COLOURED RODS, PHOTOGRAPHS, LOST 


PROPERTY AND MAP-TRACING 
By A. TYLDESLEY 
These experiences are given in the hope that other experi- 
menters may find something of interest in them, or be led by 
them to other lines of thought. Results have occasionally been 
surprisingly accurate. as well as hopelessly wrong. 


EFrrect OF COLOURED Rops oN PHoTroGRAPHs (OR HANDWRITING) 
OF PEOPLE. 

All rods used are thin whalebone, about 9in. long by din. wide 
by 1 mm. thick, being held horizontally between thumb and 
first two fingers of each hand, back of hand being parallel to the 
ground. The rods are cut to leave one fork about fin. longer 
that the other, to ensure the same fork being picked up by the 
same hand. even when working blindfolded. I do not know if this 
idea has much significance—but adopt it as a precautionary 
measure, The whole of the rod and its binding is painted with 
enamel, choosing as pure a colour as can be obtained. Rods 
used are : 

General rod (Black with White binding), Black. White. Blue, 
Red, Yellow. Grey. Green, Purple. 

1.—The photograph is placed for preference on a white back- 
ground on a table. The binding of the rod is held over the 
photograph, and about two inches above it. After a few moments 
the rod lifts, and should be allowed to complete a revolution 
without losing hold. The rod is again brought to the horizontal 
position, when it will again lift. This goes on until the “ serial ” 
number of the subject under test is completed, after which the 
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rod dips. This at any rate is what occurs in my case (but see 
note later re changing polarity). These serial numbers are 
personal to each worker. Mine are as follows :— 
Living Dead Living Dead 
Male. Male. Female. Female. 
* General * Rod ns Pe wm Ew Sua 


Black ... oe — es RO mae ass 10 
Grey ... ne = a 2 ae | = a. oo 
Blue ... bis ——— ie eS ais 14... 

Red ...- ae en a ES es 
Yellow is iy roe — .. AB - sus 17 
Green... ane a 31 nae 20 sive 14 ies 10 
Purple iii - 82 wa BD ws 


White evs ~~ Rs. BD ws MW ww BD 

From the above chart it will be seen there is a complete 
analytical set. Black (or Grey) will only react over photographs 
of dead males and dead females. 

Blue only reacts for live males or live females. 

Red only reacts for males—live or dead. 

Yellow only reacts for females—live or dead. 

In the above chart a dash indicates no reaction, which may 
take two forms : (a) no movement of rod ; (6) alternate lifts and 
dips, 1 up 1 down, 1 up 1 down, indefinitely. 

I can offer no explanation why yellow is the only colour which 
gives a different serial number. 

2.—Photographs should be placed face up. Working over the 
photograph of a dead female (photograph face down) I obtained 
a serial number of 14 instead of 10, until I realized that there 
was writing on the back. written by a living woman! 

If it is wished to make the photograph unrecognizable by sight. 
cut a small hole in white paper, and have it placed over the 
photograph so that only a part of the person is exposed. pre- 
ferably face or hands. 

3.--See that the photograph being tested is as distant as 
convenient from others. 

4.—In these, and ‘all dowsing experiments (e.g., map-dowsing, 
&e.) it is necessary to make quite sure that no underground 
stream or other strong conductor runs beneath the table on 
which work is being carried out. 

5.—Discharge red after each experiment. 

6.—Leave an interval of several minutes between each ex- 
periment. 

To Discnuarce «a Rop. 

For some time much confusion and error arose from the fact 
that reactions were being carried over from one experiment to 
another, An unfinished serial of one photograph would add 
itself to the next experiment, giving a faulty reading. To avoid 
this it was necessary to evolve some method of discharging the 


245 











rod completely—not such an easy task as it may seem. The 
best way I have found is to tap the back of the right hand with 
the palm of the left hand. Tapping the left hand with the right 
does not give the same result, as the following experiment showed. 
Whilst tracing a man from his photograph by means of a map. 
I found him to be in Brazil. In working from East to’ West, 
and from South to North, a lift of the rod was obtained at the 
correct longitude and latitude. On reversing the movements, 
i.e. going from West to East and North to South, a dip resulted 
instead of a lift. I then tapped my /eft hand with my right, 
hoping to discharge the rod, but on passing over the map to make 
quite sure the rod was discharged, I found it was not. Instead, 
the polarity had been reversed, so that I now. obtained a dip 
in going from East to West or South to North, and a lift going 
West to East or North to South. Repeated tappings on the left 
hand with the right. merely changed the * polarity ” with each 
tap. When the right hand was tapped with the left, however, 
the rod was discharged and no further reaction occurred. Even 
this procedure was not quite sufficient to complete the discharge, 
for there would seem to be a time-lag of about half-a-minute. 
The following experiment led to this conclusion : 

Working on a hair from my wife’s head, a reaction was obtained 
in the correct direction. After tapping the right hand with the 
left to discharge the. rod. reaction ceased. Now the left hand 
was immediately tapped with the right. and reactions were 
revived, being weaker, and with changed polarity. This revival 
faded in about 30 seconds, after which the rod was completely 
discharged. It would, therefore, seem a wise precaution to allow 
an interval of some minutes between each experiment. 
TrAcING Lost PROPERTY. 

A fellow “ Home Guardsman,” on tactical exercises, took his 
spectacles off for a gas alert, and laid them down on our local 
Common, which is about a mile by a half of heather and gorse. 
Unfortunately, he forgot to pick them up. I later saw him search- 
ing for them, and using one of his hairs as a sample, the rod 
gave me a certain direction. He said they were between two 
paths. but I failed to find them there. Finally, I ignored his 
information and worked on my own, following the original direc- 
tion line. Some 200 yards further on the rod lifted, and I was 
able to restore his glasses to him, much to his relief and the 
surprise of about a dozen other searchers. 

Moral: work independently. In the same way I found a 
khaki armlet on the same Common. 


Map DowsinG to TRACE A PERSON FROM PHOTOGRAPH OR LETTER. 


One finds more disappointments than successes in this branch 
of dowsing, but the fact that there are some successes (and 
astonishing ones, too) proves that there must be “ something in 
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it.’ I propose to give the bare results of a few experiments first, 
and comment on them afterwards. Rods seem less susceptible 
to thought-control than pendulums. 

1.—Letter from Mr. F. to my secretary. Mr. F. is unknown 
to me and I was merely told he was “ Somewhere in England.” 
Holding the folded letter as a sample in my right hand, I obtained 
reactions near to Lincoln, and was told the writer was at Cranwell, 
a few miles from Lincoln. This first effort was encouraging and 
attracted my interest—especially as the map of England used 
was very small (about 10in. by 8in.) and Lincoln is about 180 
miles from Bournemouth. 

After this effort I purchased a large ordnance map of England 
and Scotland on a 10in. scale (map about 5ft. by 3ft.). 

2.—Letter from Miss B., stating she would be returning 
from Leicester to Bournemouth by car. During the morning 
I tried to locate her with a rod, and found her between Rugby 
and Oxford. At 10-minute intervals I followed her to about 
three miles north of Oxford, where she appeared to stay for 
half-an-hour or so. Later the rod picked her up at various spots 
on the way to Newbury, but instead of them finding her on the 
Highclere Road, she appeared to be on the Kingsclere Road 
which would take her well off her track. I thought I was wrong 
as, firstly, she almost invariably lunches at a certain Oxford 
Hotel, and, secondly, she knows the road fairly well. I saw her 
the same night, and was informed that she had picnicked about 
three miles north of Oxford instead of going to her usual hotel, 
and that as the roadsigns were down she had taken a wrong 
turning, taking the Kingsclere instead of the Highclere Road ! 

3.— Visiting Card written on by Mr. S., a traveller, unknown 
to me. Tests were made for several days, on three of which I 
was hopelessly wrong, my reactions showing him to be in York- 
shire when he was actually in Hastings and Eastbourne. Yet 
on October 21st and 22nd I found him to be in Leicester—-where 
he actually was. As I happened to have an old street map of 
Leicester I tried to localise his movements, and traced him as 
passing along a particular stretch of road at 11.20 p.m. on October 
21st. He actually did pass along this particular stretch of road, 
but at “ about 9.45 p.m.” He slept within a mile of where I had 
stated. The next morning at 9.80 a.m. I traced him in a road 
right at the other end of Leicester, after which he appeared 
to go south to Warwickshire. In point of fact he was in that 
particular road, but at 8.30 a.m. not 9.30, from whence he went 
south— but to Sussex, not Warwick ! 

Why should two results be correct not only as to town, but to 
street. and even part of a street (apart from a time-lag), and yet 
be hundreds of miles out on other occasions. 

+. 4 Folding Ruler belonging to Mr. A., unknown to me. 
In this case also I was miles out on some days and only within 
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16 miles on the best reading. 

5.— Lieut. C. of the Merchant Service. This was a very in- 
teresting case, although not very successful. Mr. C. is a friend 
whose house has been left in my care. He does the Brazil trip, 
and sent me a letter from Cape Verde Islands stating that he 
hoped to land at Liverpool on a certain date. Taking one of his 
hats (which he has only used in private life and which has never 
been to sea) I tried to find him. In this instance I used a method 
which I call * Rod-Transference.” consisting of holding the rod 
over the hat and letting it “ work out ” the serial number of 31 
(for a live man). This appears to transfer the “ radiation ” to 
the rod for some little time, dispensing with the need of holding 
a sample. Instead of getting results at Liverpool, I obtained 
them at Edinburgh, and later at London, Bristol and Barnstaple 
(to where his wife and boy are evacuated). Later he appeared to 
return to Edinburgh, and I followed him into the North Sea, 
through the Pentland Firth, the Little Minch, &¢.. down to 
Lisbon. About this time it occurred to me to check the daily 
distances traversed, to see if they were in the realms of possibility 
for a ship the size of his. The results were very probable. I 
sent him a letter, hoping it would reach him abroad, and was 
considerably surprised to get a reply in three days, sent from 
Liverpool. where he had arrived, and was still situated, awaiting 
ship repairs. . . . Working now with his letter as a sample, 
reactions gave Liverpool, but curiously enough, the hat continued 
to give daily reactions as far as Rio, Montevideo and back to 
Cape Verde—although I knew him to be still in Liverpool ! 
I can think of no explanation for this. 

6.— A Photograph of * Carl.” An interesting case, that led 
to an important conclusion. The photograph was of a person, 
unknown to me, dressed in ski-suit. One side of a chalet formed 
the background. I gave my result as being near Davos, Switzer- 
land. The friend who gave me the photograph replied that 
* Carl was actually in Rio, but the photograph was taken outside 
Carl’s chalet near Davos.” Apparently I was getting the reaction 
from the chalet and not the man. The best method I could 
devise to differentiate parts of a photograph was a mixture of the 
* Sample ~ and the ** Rod Transference ~ methods. By touching 
the man’s face (or other uncovered part of him) with my right 
forefinger, and then searching the map with the rod, I found a 
result at Rio. After discharging the rod as explained previously, 
the Chalet was then touched, and this time reaction occurred at 
Davos and not at Rio. I also tried this on a post card of Rio 
Harbour sent by Lieut. C. By touching the photograph itself 
(or the postage stamp, or the franking mark) I found Rio; but 
whenever I touched the writing, I obtained reactions at Liverpool, 
where the writer then was. Perhaps I should mention that 
results show where the subject of the photograph is at the time 
of testing—not where he was when he had his photograph taken. 
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7.— Newspaper Photograph of a Boy.—This was done hurriedly 
and on a small map. I gave the result as Woking. The person 
who gave the cutting to me said, “ The boy is in London—but 
strangely enough the cutting was taken from a paper in Woking 
two days previously.” 

NOTES. 
The chief desiderata would appear to be :— 
1. The use of very large maps. 
2. Precise orientation of the map for true North. 

If working with a compass, due allowance must be made for 
magnetic deviation. Where possible a better way seems to be to 
set the map by known samples; ¢.g.,on a map of England I 
check the orientation by using samples known to have come from 
Bournemouth and Leicester. and move the map till reactions 
occur at those places. 

EFFEcT OF INCORRECT ORIENTATION ON ACCURACY OF RESULTS. 

A map of England was used (scale 10 miles to 1 inch). Objects 
from Bournemouth and Leicester (160 miles away) were selected, 
and the experiment done in Bournemouth. The map_ was 
rotated, and the following readings obtained :- 


Error for Error for 
Map Rotation. Bournemouth. Leicester. 
33 W.of True N.... ... 22 miles E. ... 28 miles E 
18 miles S..... 24 miles S. 
22 W.of True N.... .. 19 miles E. ... 16 miles E. 
11 miles SS. ... 13 miles § 
It Wie Tee KN. x: .. 16 miles E. ... 6 miles E 
(i.e.. Magnetic N.) 3 miles S 4 miles S 
True North ... “oe ... No error ... No error 
11 E.of True N. _... -. I7 miles W. ... 5 miles W. 
4 miles N. .... 3 miles N. 
22 E.of True N. ... -. 25 miles W. ... 11 miles W. 
11 miles N. ... 5 miles N. 
33 E.of True N. ... ... 388 miles W. ... 19 miles W. 


27 miles N. ‘ 
Obviously, unless one has samples from all over the world, all 
maps cannot be orientated by “Samples,” and a compass is 
necessary. Then the trouble begins—because magnetic deviation 
varies very considerably in different parts of the globe; added 
to which there is not only an annual magnetic variation at any 
given place, but a diurnal one, too! In addition some maps are 
Mercator’s projections, and others show curved lines of longitude 
and latitude, the former being easier to work upon. The field 
open to research workers is, therefore, vast, and the sources of 
possible error manifold. To sum up—one can expect to obtain 
tolerably reliable results on large maps of towns, or even of a 
country, where the map can be set by samples of known source ; 
but maps of other countries, or of continents, are likely to give 
only approximate results. 


~ 


miles N 
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PSYCHOLOGICAL OR PHYSIOLOGICAL 
DOWSING 
By Dr. W. GUYON RICHARDS 


I have read Mr. Cecil Maby’s letter and article in the last 
Journal of the B.S.D. with great interest and appreciation. 
Since both were written after stimulation by my paper, “ The 
Pendulum in Health and Disease,” some discussion of the points 
he raises seems due. Such criticism as I ventured to make of 
that wonderful book, The Physics of the Divining Rod, was 
not due to Mr. Maby’s earlier views, for he had obviously changed 
them to a very great extent. I should, perhaps. have paid 
more fitting tribute to a man who spends much labour and coin 
in revising views he had previously expressed. Such mental 
honesty and greatness of mind is all too rare. 

My criticism was based on several passages in the book, one 
of which is on page 7: “Two main classes of divining appear 
to exist. which we shall call divination (psychical faculty) and 
dowsing (physical faculty) . . . . And we think Electronic 
(Abrams’) diagnosis of objects and diseases probably falls into 
the former category.” Certainly there are many passages 
about Abrams’ work later in the book which hardly agree with 
this conclusion. I appreciate very much the mental honesty 
of the authors after making the above statement in giving so 
much evidence that points away from their conclusion. Now 
Mr. Maby has evidently again changed his views to a very con- 
siderable extent, and there is really very little left to fight about ; 
all the same, there are a few remarks I should like to make. 

Mr. Maby feels bound to consider that a phenomenon is probably 
psychological until proved to be physical. My own attitude is 
that one should never use the term ** psychic ”’ till one has proved 
the phenomena cannot be caused by physical means. 

If we went spook-hunting together I am sure Mr. Maby would 
agree to these terms. 

Mr. Maby is good enough to mention my name among 
others whose work suggests that specific frequencies may exist. 
Surely they must exist, if two objects are different and give off 
frequencies at all, they will give off different frequencies according 
to the nature of their composition. I have spent many hours 
of work on this point, ascertaining the H.I.F. (Highest Intensity 
Frequency) of all sorts of substances and afterwards used for 
many years these results in testing patients’ conditions. These 
were daily checked by their clinical use. For instance, when I 
found a patient was below normal on 10129 ohms he or she 
needed thyroid and the symptoms agreed. The gland was 
given and proved satisfactory. Every gland and drug so found 
wanting was tested by its effects first on auric frequencies and 
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then on clinical results. I am delighted to hear that later on 
further work is to be done which may prove of the greatest 
interest and value to suffering humanity. There are, as Mr. Maby 
says, many pitfalls both from physical occurrences which we 
know very little about and from mistakes due to mental bias of 
the observer. This may be quite unconscious. There is a 
phenomenon which is known to Abrams’ followers as “ masking.” 
Abrams found that tubercle did not always show when staphy- 
lococci were present. Abrams got over this by testing under 
blue light which cut out the staphylococci. But there are far 
more complicated maskings than this. Frequently cancer 
reactions do not show by the Abrams modified method I used 
on the first test. After treatment by indicated drugs, the fre- 
quencies for cancer showed clearly. Not long ago I tested a 
lady for pregnancy and got clear indications. A month later 
her local medical attendant had a urine test made: this was 
negative; almost at the same time I made another test and 
got a negative result myself. without knowing the outcome of 
the urine test. Some curious form of “ masking” had occurred 
which falsified both the tests. 

Nothing is 100 per cent. certain. Sex polarities and polarities 
of such substances as dextrose and levulose change at night 
according to the gyrations of the pendulum clockwise or anti- 
clockwise. Presumably because the polarity of one side of the 
earth changes when the sun’s light is not falling on it. The 
complicated physics of the universe may make minor changes 
in the earth and in us. 

I quite agree with Mr. Maby about the importance of the 
sensitive used in diagnosis and the relative unimportance of 
apparatus. But at the same time I think accuracy in instru- 
ments, whatever method is used, is of great importance. Abrams 
original diagnosis set was very poorly constructed and very 
limited in scope. (By the way Abrams Box was not his diagnostic 
set but an apparatus for treatment). 

Abrams’ genius did not lie in physics but in his ceaselessly 
enquiring mind and patient experimentation. His great work 
was in showing the value of the human body itself for the study 
of life processes. By its use Abrams did some marvellous work 
with very inferior apparatus, but he would probably have done 
better work still if he had had a capable physicist to help him. 
provided the physicist accepted the lines of work which Abrams’ 
genius led him to adopt. 

Now, where does the physical element end and the psychic 
begin? This is a very difficult question to answer with any 
certainty, and the only difference really between myself and 
Mr. Maby is an attitude of mind due to our different methods of 
approach to the subject. Psychology is so much mixed up with 
my work as a physician and so much stress is apt to be laid on 
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it by a certain school of medical thought that though I do myself 
lay considerable stress on it I have never found altered psychology 
without finding altered physical conditions. Emotions can 
arouse physical changes and vice versa. 

Certain emotional conditions are definitely due to infections 
vausing altered gland secretion and yield to certain remedies : 
this is a daily experience. How, then, when we are studying the 
phenomena of this highly complicated body inhabited by a 
highly complicated personality, can we be sure of being able to 
make any statement which is consistently true ? I discussed 
this in my book The Chain of Life, in chapter xxi. 

Mr. Maby and I agree that being hypersensitive is not neces- 
sarily being psychic. My view is that whether one gets a reaction 
from physical or psychological causes, the actual reflex is a 
nerve muscle response. In chapter xxi of The Chain of Life 
I described how we picked up a thought form projected across 
over a mile and made a perfectly accurate diagnosis which was 
checked up next day. My subject afterwards said the reflexes 
he felt on his abdominal muscles were as good and clear as those 
we got in our ordinary daily work. A great compliment to the 
strong visualisation and powers of concentration of the projector, 
not to myself, who was merely feeling what happened when 
certain things or resistances were tested on my _ assistant’s 
abdomen. Of course, mental and emotional reactions can effect 
and be very misleading in work done on Abrams’ lines; the 
danger is increased when two people are concerned. A subject 
who has become expert is very apt to become opinionated. 

I know very well indeed the dangers which beset that kind 
of work. Those who use rod and pendulum have fewer dangers 
to contend with, but with a good subject with a balanced mind 
research can be done that anyone using a pendulum would find 
extremely difficult, if not impossible. Everything we do has 
possibilities of error, and the more complex the apparatus used 
the greater the source of error. A number of users of pendulum 
or rod can work both ways, either using actual specimens for 
testing or using mental visualisation. The success of using the 
latter depends on having good powers of concentration and 
keeping an indifferent mind to the result. 

When I first heard of serial numbers my emotional reaction 
was one of repulsion. It is a natural feeling towards anything 
we cannot understand. After reading Trinder and Le Prince 
on the subject and doing some experiments I cannot help feeling 
that there must be some physical cause for the results obtained. 
How was it discovered? It seems at first sight a most odd 
and unlikely phenomenon. Why should one’s reflexes refuse 
to act after responding twice to water, or four or five for copper. 
Authorities differ. It looks to me more like a discovery than 
an artificial convention of some dowser. All the same I cannot 
see the glimmerings of an explanation. 
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The use of samples is on quite a different footing and appears 
to me to be less psychological than tuning the mind to what the 
Dowser is looking for, as the seeker for water or metals must 
do if he merely uses rod or pendulum consciously or sub- 
consciously. The pendulum gyrates half-way between two similar 
specimens, i.e., between two equal forces. It oscillates if forces 
are unequal at a different situation, 7.e., nearer the weaker force ; 
this must be due to physical causes. There is no doubt in 
my mind that like acts on like. (See Trinder’s account 
of tracing underground passage). Specimens of serum, if kept 
under suitable conditions, change with changes in their owners 
across space. This discovery was made in France, but I have 
confirmed its truth again and again, and in fact frequently use, it 
to keep in touch with patients, and have demonstrated it to 
others a number of times. If On examination of a chew and 
patient a CM potency is needed, and the patient takes this, the 
“ chew ” changes instantaneously. Of course the serum is dead, 
but like everything else it retains its magnetic field, and it is this 
that changes. Since, as the astromers tell us, everything acts 
on everything else in the Universe, it is not so surprising that the 
macrocosm acts on the microcosm across space. 

There is, I conceive. nothing psychological about using colours. 
Major Macmahon. in his laboratory, worked out a scheme of 
correspondences between colours and elements on entirely physical 
lines. I did some experiments while corresponding with him 
and was able to support his results. 

For instance, we both agreed that a certain tint of blue corres- 
ponded with bismuth. Now if a dowser finds it helps to have : 
colour attached to his rod in place of using a specimen, that 
is. I conceive, merely physiological. The colours in his body 
may respond more readily than his metals, just as others respond 
to music most readily. On pages 6 and 7 in Physics of the 
Divining Rod, colours, samples, serial numbers are apparently 
classed with map reading, which is undoubtedly psychological, 
for the good map-reader can project into the past or, if using an 
ancient map, bring it up to date. 

It was and is with no hostility that I draw attention to what 
seem to me to be errors. The title, “ Physics of the Divining 
Rod,’ does not cover all the subjects discussed. The more I 
read the book the greater pleasure I get out of it. I would again 
urge all who are interested in dowsing to read this book or such 
portions as they are capable of understanding. They will then 
be better fitted to read the book foreshadowed by Cecil Maby. 
I sincerely hope I live to see its publication. We are only just 
at the beginning of our adventure into Radiesthesia. we must 
proceed with enthusiasm tempered with caution. It is the 
physicists like Bedford Franklin and Maby who will have the 
knowledge to pierce the many mysteries that veil the scenery, 
but we can al] contribute our humble quota. 
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In the meantime, though we cannot often meet, we can help 
each other by discussion in the Journal. When I measure 
glands and organs I place the patient’s at one end of the 
table. the specimen at the other: if gyration occurs midway 
[ conclude the organ is normal, if nearer the hand it is deficient, 
or if near the specimen there is over-activity ; to what degree is 
this psychological or physical? It is impossible to make the 
pendulum gyrate at centre. try as hard as I can, where an organ 
is out of order. Is this due to subconscious action of my mind 
or to physicallaw ? It would be interesting to have the comments 
of our members. Clinical results are not affected by an explana- 
tion, one way or the other. 

The fact that the same thing can be done entirely by mental 
concentration does not seem to affect the answer. Even in 
this case a physical element comes in apart from nerves, muscles, 
reaction. The fact is, it is one’s own tissues, tuning to that of 
the patient’s, Just as the water in one’s body reacts to under- 
ground water with a rod. 

“The subconscious never stops working.” This was said to 
me by Dr. Hille in Chicago, Réntgen’s assistant, when he got 


his X-ray effect. I had just read a paper in which 
I described how working on the human atomic table 
all extension of Bohr’s table. I had laid the work 


aside and then got a vision of the table as two triangles base to 
base. Then I had done more work and failed, laid it aside again 
and Jater got a “ waking” vision of the whole table in all its 
details. which I then easily confirmed. From my American 
colleagues I got some mild chaff about dreams, and some said 
it was very neat and pretty. 

There was one man in the room whom I should have desired 
to impress had I known he was present, and he came afterwards 
to have a yarn. and greeted me as a real researcher and a brother. 
*The method told me.” he said, and related similar things 
happening to himself. 

Dr. Hille related how the solution of making a silver colloid 
had eluded him for some time; twice he had given the problem 
a rest. then after the second rest he had woken one morning 
know ing exactly what to do, and had come down to his laboratory 
and got a satisfactory result. Hille’s chemical problems were 
quite different from mine, but the same rule applied; collect 
all the data you can, when you have collected enough give the 
subconscious time and it will solve your problem for you, but 
you must supply the required data. 

If the subconscious which contains all past experiences works 
in this way. is it possible to rule it out in anything we do ? 
We cannot do so, and we probably do out best work under its 
influence. At the same time we must guard against using the 
word psychic to explain everything we cannot immediately 
understand. for that closes the door to collecting further data. 
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DOWSING FOR HEALTH 
By O. H. BROWNE 


My experience with the pendulum shows that cach operator 
has his individual indications and can alter the indications to 
suit his own requirements. 

The different movements mentioned here should therefore 
only be considered as my personal reactions. The “~ double 
negative * came quite unexpectedly and occurs in various tests. 

The pendulum first used was a heavy thread bobbin, roughly 
to the dimensions of that used by Captain Trinder, suspended 
by a black thread. This seemed a bit clumsy, and another 
was made from the torpedo end of a wooden paint brush handle, 
and this gave place to a whale ivory torpedo-shaped pendulum 
by Devine’s. They all worked equally well, and the changes 
were made solely for convenience and weight. 

DIAGNOSIS. 

Diagnosis has proved remarkably reliable, errors only having 
occurred in minor matters and usually traceable to my own 
lack of attention. It is not necessary for the patient to be 
present, a specimen of his writing. his signature or a photograph 
being quite satisfactory. In fact, a test showed that it is more 
reliable if he is not present or should at least not know what 
tests are being made. The following were written on a_ slip 
of paper: right kidney. appendix. gall bladder. thyroid. A 
lady whose organs had previously been tested as perfect was 
asked to imagine that one of these had been extirpated, another 
badly diseased and the remaining two perfect. The following 
erroneous result was indicated, exactly as she had willed. Thyroid 
and appendix perfect. right kidney removed. gall bladder badly 
diseased. Accordingly. in making diagnosis and working out 
treatment I prefer to be alone. 

For convenience a list of all the principal organs and glands 
are clearly written on a card, followed by a number of causes 
of illness, their results and a few leading points in dicteties. 
When testing an organ the signature is placed close to the written 
name and the pendulum started swinging over the space between 
them. <A clockwise (¢.w.) rotation indicates a sound organ, or 
100 per cent. A straight line oscillation indicates 50 per cent.. 
and a counter-clockwise (¢.c.w.) rotation zero or entirely useless. 
An extirpated organ is indicated by the “ double negative.’ 
This consists of an elliptical swing c¢.c.w.. the ellipse itself slowly 
rotating c.c.w. In order to obtain reasonable accuracy of per- 
centage a small card is placed in the gap bearing a circle of about 
1 3-8th inch diameter, the average swing of the pendulum when 
suspended on a 2in. cord. and the diameter is graduated 50 to 
100 per cent. for c.w. rotation and 0 to 50 for c.c.w. 











About 100 tests are taken in a preliminary test, though 
often a number of these can be grouped. If, for example, the 
large intestines show 100 per cent. perfect it is unnecessary to 
test it out in detail. 

Then come a number of questions other than organs such 
as constipation, toxaemia, spinal displacement, &c. Under 
this group also come such troubles as chilblains, and a glance 
at the previous and dietetic results will probably indicate the 
cause. Three different causes this winter were general toxaemia 
due to absence of vegetable salts, spinal displacement with lack 
of organic calcium (inorganic calcium having proved useless) 
and diseased kidneys. 

Next comes the group of causes of illness such as the effects 
of drugs and medicines, vaccines and injections, suppressed fevers, 
aluminium cooking vessels, and so on, not forgetting the cause 
so well known to dowsers, living or sleeping over running water. 
Regarding the last, a case was diagnosed as cancer of the right 
kidney through sleeping over running water. The kidney trouble 
was checked at once by the admission of backaches, and the 
following day a visit to the house with a dowsing fork discovered 
a stream under the middle of the bed. 

The next group is dietetic, tests being first taken with the 
main heads of proteins, starches, sugars, fats, vegetables and 
their salts, vitamins, to discover any serious errors in balance 
or omissions and incompatible combinations, and where it seems 
necessary a check on items of food which disagree. Butter 
and honey are usually indicated as 100 per cent. good, but cases 
arose where one showed zero, or harmful, and the other the 
double negative or poisonous. In these cases the offending 
substances were butyric acid in butter and formic acid in honey. 

A few tests on common food may be of interest, and here 
are three groups with percentages for the average person : 


per per 
cent. cent. 
White Bread... ux, White Sugar ... ie. . 
Wholemeal Bread ce. Brown Sugar on, tae 
Wheat Germ (sold under Honey on oon BOO 
trade names) ss 100 Spinach (young leaf)... 100 
Potato(peeled and boiled) 75 Spinach (old leaf) Poisonous 
Potato (boiled in skin)... 90 (double negative) 


Potato (eaten with skin) 100 


In testing foods it is unnecessary to use the actual food. 
The written word or even a printed advertisement has proved 
reliable. Tests taken over advertisements have provided un- 
expected results which have proved correct on turning up their 
analyses. It is not strictly necessary to write down the names 
of organs or foods. but the written word is helpful to concentra- 
tion and therefore to accuracy. 
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The location of troubles and their causes reminds one of a 
childhood game of Animal, Vegetable or Mineral, where the 
one who has to find the name of an article may ask any question, 
but the other, who knows the article, may only answer “ yes ” 
or “no.” A little practice, however, makes it possible to get a 
little more information, or at least hints, by sluggish or active 
movements. 

A very large proportion of troubles prove to be due to dietetic 
errors; in fact, the tests show that there are fewer people on a 
well-balanced diet than there are with 100 per cent. perfect 
intestines, and these are very few. The commonest troubles 
found are lack of organic salts through eating white bread, 
white sugar, boiled and insufficient vegetables, excessive meat 
foods, and the commonest of all, excessive salt. Lack of roughage 
is frequently indicated, and this also is caused by the above 
errors. It almost invariably follows that when blood pressure 
is indicated an excess of salt is taken, and indigestion appears 
with incompatible combinations of food, caused by such standard 
British dishes as apple pie. 

After testing each group it is advisable to enquire “ Is there 
anything else,” to avoid omissions. Having located the dietetic 
errors, the next step is dietetic correction and treatment where 
found necessary, but the latter is nearly always something very 
simple, and each point is checked by the pendulum as it is written 
down to ensure accuracy. Sometimes a simple treatment may 
be indicated to eliminate drugs and poisons taken, perhaps 20 
or 30 years earlier, as medicines, and which a perfect diet cannot 
move. A case in point is that of a lady suffering from the effects 
of ergot, the symptoms never having been placed to the credit 
of the ergot. The treatment includes a very short exposure to 
blue light, this being the colour indicated by this patient, though 
it might be quite unsuitable for another indicating orange. I 
omit to mention here or elsewhere what particular herb, &c., is 
used in a particular case because, as with colours, a given herb 
is likely to have a different effect on another person. Ina certain 
case of bad health toxic deposits in the solar plexus were indicated 
as having been caused by vaccination over 50 years before, and 
the only treatments were the patient’s colour through a filter 
over an electric lamp, and a herb. In one month 35 per cent. 
improvement is indicated. Suitable treatments can be found 
among herbs and light, homeopathy and biomedicine. One of 
these is gradually changing to brown the grey hair of a man of 
nearly 60 and another is starting to grow a new crop of hair on 
a half-bald head. 

The use of the word “ Prognosis” is useful, especially as in 
some cases the pendulum indicates, by the double negative 
swing, that nothing can be done and that the case will end fatally. 
In this swing the width of the ellipse appears to indicate the 
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time. Jin. being about three months and a straight line a few 
days. A straight line was indicated for an important German 
figure at the middle of January, 1941, and though the date of 
his decease, January 28th, has passed, and the pendulum swung 
over his photograph on January 29th definitely indicated his 
decease. so far the press has not obtained any news. It has 
already been forecasted by an astrologer that the information 
would be kept secret for a long period. 

If prognosis shows a straight oscillation the condition is 
stationary. and if a c.w. rotation the condition is improving. 

Having started treatment and revised diet, it is very helpful 
to take frequent tests for “ Progress.” This shows whether 
all is going well, and if not other tests will show whether the 
patient is carrying out instructions. One case was taking a 
great excess of salt and no vegetables other than potato. A 
week or so after adjusting the diet a progress test was taken and 
showed very little. A more detailed test showed that salt had 
been stopped but vegetables not started, the stoppage of salt 
having stopped the backward movement but allowed of only 
very slight improvement. A further test a week later showed 
rapid improvement after adding vegetables. 

A point to watch is to take the diagnosis of others with a 
grain of salt. A man was diagnosed as having disseminated 
sclerosis, his right hand shaking so that he could not write. 
No other information was given. The pendulum disagreed with 
the diagnosis and showed that the trouble was severe. general 
toxaemia following chronic constipation for many years, caused 
by faulty diet. Toxins had settled in the brain. causing the 
symptom of paralysis. Treatment was worked out with the 
pendulum, and in three months all organs except three showed 
100 per cent. perfect and those three were 95 per cent. The 
paralysis showed 95 per cent. improvement. and the patient 
felt better than he had for many vears. 

Two queries received by post gave no details at all. One 
was : “ What is the swelling on my right ribs ?~ and the other 
* What is wrong with my left ear? Hopeless cases, you would 
say. But the pendulum quickly diagnosed them as a sebaceous 
cist and a chill in the meatus respectively and prescribed treat - 
ment. 


OTHER FreLps oF Work. 


The information which the pendulum is able to give seems 
to be endless. All questions put, provided that they are not of 
future events, and excluding prognosis, have produced correct 
replies as far as they can be checked. 

In addition to helping mankind to overcome their physical 
infirmities it can be used for animals and vegetable growths, 
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An animal would be tested in the same way as a man, except 
that no equivalent of the signature would be needed, as the 
animal would not give out prohibiting thoughts. As shown by 
Captain Trinder, a leaf from a tree or plant may be used, or in 
general plant and tree diseases the written words are enough. 
Diseases of trees and plants seem to be chiefly caused by unbalanced 
salts in the soil. My tests have not gone far enough yet for me 
to be dogmatic, but the majority seem to be due to potassium 
shortage and to be curable by an extremely moderate application 
of potassium nitrate. A few may require sodium nitrate or 
calcium carbonate. It is interesting that the pendulum rather 
disapproves of burnt lime and prefers finely ground limestone 
and chalk. 

Useful results can also be obtained with colours. Every 
person reacts to one colour of the spectrum, and my tests show 
that colour is helpful to the person. One whose colour is blue. 
for example, is adversely affected by orange yellow, and as 
this colour is the one indicated by iron and steel it is harmful 
for a “ blue” person to sleep on a spring mattress. This point 
of steel emanations was brought to my notice by Major Hulbert, 
B.S.D. The symptom is insomnia, and although it is not serious 
it is easily overcome. The emanations from steel and water 
will not pass through size or starch, and, unlike lead, these sub- 
stances do not absorb them, but deflect them. The cure is to 
lay on the top of the mattress two layers of heavily starched 
cotton sheet : the same can be used where a sleeper cannot be 
moved from an underground stream. 

In a similar way colour indications are given by music, 
lively, exciting music being in the reds and oranges, and very 
soothing music in the blues and violet. 

Cancer used to be looked on as a dread disease, without 
cure, numbers of medical statements showing that the usual 
X-rays and radium treatments are worse than useless. Dowsers 
and naturopaths know at least some of the causes and cures. 
Dowsers know that many cases are caused by sleeping, or other- 
wise spending a large portion of the day. over underground 
streams. Last year Major Hulbert pointed out to me that the 
brilliant vellow household duster cut off the emanations from 
water. I checked it with the pendulum, and agreed, but made 
further enquiries as to the prohibiting medium. It was not 
the cloth or the dye, but the size in the cloth. This led me on 
io the use of starch, and the pendulum showed that a single 
lnzyer of heavily starched sheet would cut off 95 per cent. of 
water emanations, and two layers would cut it all off. If placed 
above the mattress it would insulate the sleeper from both water 
and steel springs, though those whose colour is orange yellow or 
thereabouts would be benefited by the steel emanation rather 
than the reverse. 








The quantity and variety of information obtainable through 
the pendulum seem only to be limited by the ability of the 
enquirer to ask and accept, for in answer to queries as to whence 
comes the information was received “ The Infinite Mind.” 








NOTES AND NEWS 


The Engineers’ Journal (Dublin) contained a short article of 
the usual popular type on the Virgula Furcata. 


* * * * a 


In the Hampshire Telegraph and Post of December 6th there 
was an account of an address on Water Divining by Mr. D. Halton 
Thomson, Engineer of the Portsmouth Waterworks Company. 
to the members of the Portsmouth and Southsea Rotary Club. 


* * * * * 


The Irish Independent of January 30th contained a_ short 
account of an address on water divining by M. Cauvet Duhamel. 
Secretary of the French Legation, at a meeting of the Dublin 
French Society held on January 29th. 

* * fe * * 


Mr. F. E. Bramley (B.S.D.) writes :—‘“I have only had one 
dowsing engagement all this year, the worst year I have ever 
struck. It was to assist the police in a search for a missing 
mother and her little son at Sileby last Easter. Sileby lies 
about four miles from here. The relatives engaged me for the 
search and I was again successful, and they were very well satis- 
fied and thanked me for what I did. It was a very sad case, 
and I offered to help them and do my best. The father had 
lost his only daughter by illness a few months before and he 
had spent nine months in the sanatorium with tuberculosis. 
An ugly rumour had got around that it had preyed on his wife’s 
mind and that she had drowned herself and the remaining child, 
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She had last been seen walking with the little boy along a lane 
leading to the river. The relatives told me that she had received 
a letter to say her husband was fit to come home from the San., 
and she had started to walk to a neighbouring village to tell 
her sister the good news, as she was so glad. This was the last 
seen of her‘and the child. 


* The police had spent cight days dragging in the river without 
success. The relatives. who were very distressed about the 
rumours concerning her, then engaged me to see if I could trace 
her. I borrowed the boy’s cap and the mother’s stockings for 
‘samples. I obtained nine serial revolutions from her stockings 
and seven revolutions of the rod from the boy’s cap. I found 
in my previous searches that serial numbers differ on various 
people’s clothing. I was able to trace where she had walked 
and also where the child had walked. The clothing took me 
down the lane to a bridge over the canal and then over the river, 
which was heavy in flood at the time. They had to cross these 
bridges to get to the village where her sister lived. As this part 
of the district is covered with water when the river is in flood a 
double-plank raised foot-walk had been built years ago for 
pedestrians. By the two separate serial numbers [ was able 
to trace which plank the mother had walked on and also which 
plank had been used by the five-year-old son. I also got dips 
of the rod at intervals on the handrail, which showed where the 
mother had grasped it. They had walked side by side until 
they came to the bridge spanning the river. Part of this bridge 
had collapsed and one single plank was all they had to walk on 
here. At this spot the boy’s trail ended suddenly in the centre 
of the plank, as the rod ceased to work. I then took her stockings 
and commenced again, and found the mother had crossed the 
plank and it led me to the edge of the river below the bridge. 
Summing it up, it showed the child must have got dizzy in the 
centre of the plank, slipped in suddenly, and been swept away 
by the flood waters. The mother had rushed across without 
taking hold of the handrail in a hurry to rush into the water to 
save him as he was being swept downstream. 


* We dragged at the spots (two different places further down- 
stream). where the rod gave reactions for the two different serial 
numbers. I said this marked the positions of the two bodies, 
which were some little distance apart. We did not recover them 
at the time, as the bottom of the river is very oozy black mud, 
I told the police they were stuck fast in it. as the drags were 
covered with this mud. 


* The two bodies eventually came up a month later, the boy’s 
at the spot I indicated for his position, and the mother’s body 
was found floating lower down after a barge had gone along the 
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river. The boy’s clothes were bulging out with the mud which 
had pinned him down, so I was successful once more. 


“I do know, from several personal observations while on 
dowsing jobs for water, that it is quite common to find trees 
badly diseased or killed, which are located over a powerful 
underground stream. A_ thick woodland about half-a-mile 
from my house here has a line of tall dead trees through the 
centre of it. They seemed to stand in a weli-defined line all 
across the woodland, while all the remainder of the trees were 
perfectly healthy. It aroused my curiosity, so I took my rod 
and found that each tree marked the course of a very strong 
underground stream. I have found in a number of other places 
that trees often wither and die after they have grown for a 
number of years over subterranean streams. I know I cannot 
get a decent night’s sleep if my bed is over the site of « streani.”’ 


The Surveyor of January 31st refers to Captain Trinder’s book 
Dowsing as “a complete guide to dowsing practice, the scientific 
fi) > 2 I 
side of which was ably presented in The Physics of the Divining 
Rod.” 


* a * *k * 


In the Hertfordshire Express of February Ist there is a report 
of a meeting of the Hitchin U.D.C. from which it appears that a 
borehole at Oughton Head, the site for which was selected afte: 
consultation with a geologist, was unsuccessful. A member is 
reported to have said that if the Water Committee had adopted 
his suggestion that they should get the services of a water diviner, 
it could have been done for £20 or £30. The abortive borehole 
had cost between £700 and £800, but in spite of this the geologist’s 
advice that a small trial borehole on another site should be 
made was to be followed ! 





' NEW MEMBERS 
* Life Members. 


May, S/Ldr. the Rev. E. W. L., R.A.F., ¢/o The Post Office, Thorpe Thewles, 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Minter, R. A., 50 Palace Grove, Bromley, Kent. 

PEEL, The Countess, Leydene, East Meon, near Petersfield, Hants. 

Quix, W. K., Kerry Hills, Upper Colwall, Malvern. 


CHANGES OF ADDRESS. 


BARRACLOUGH, Mrs., 96 Castelnau, Barnes, S.W.13. 
BLEwEtrtr, W. V., Thatched House Club, St. James’s Street, S.W.1. 
Bourcart, Max, 45 Avenue de France, Lausanne, Switzerland. 
Brooke TurNeER, Captain A., M.C., Dell Field, 19 Sharmans Cross Road, 
Solihull, near Birmingham. 
Browne, O. H., Old Mill Cottage, Droxford, Hants. 
CuapMAN, Miss J., Hotel Bermudiana, Bermuda. 
CHAPMAN, P., M.C., 8 Rue Fouad ler, Alexandria. 
CLaRKE, J. A., 14 The Green, Seaton Carew, W. Hartlepool. 
Davipson, P. A., Makauri R.D., Gisborne, New Zealand. 
EpNEY, Major A. J., Pouncey’s, Upper Clatford, Andover, Hants. 
*FENwIcK, Lieut.-Colonel C. D. A., R.E., West End House, Donhead St. 
Andrew, Shaftesbury, Dorset. 
*Frenwick, J. A., West End House, Donhead St. Andrew, Shaftesbury, Dorset. 
FLETCHER, Miss V., 14 Clareville Court, S.W.7. 
Hopkins, I.. Flat No. 1, 109 Park Street, W.1. 
Hymas, J. A., 8 West Terrace, Burton Leonard, Harrogate, Yorks. 
MacHourcuin, 65 Grafton Road, Worcester Park, Surrey. 
DE MonrTmMorENCY, Major H., D.S.O., Bramblehurst, Hunsdon Road, 
Torquay. 
Munro, Dr. H., Flat 1, 25 Berkeley Square, W.1. 
Perkins, W. F., Duntisbourne House. Cirencester, Gloster. 
Raikes, J. L., R.E., Stratford Lodge, Teignmouth Road, Torquay. 
RicHarps, Dr. W. Guyon, 27 Holdenhurst Road, Bournemouth. 
Suorter, Captain H. H., 1175a Finchley Road, N.W.11. 
Swann, Mrs., Braeside, Burton’s Lane, Chalfont St. Giles, Bucks. 
Watrer, Mrs. J.. Templewood, South Park, Gerrards Cross, Bucks. 
WuirteMawn, G. D., Kingsley Hotel, Bloomsbury Way, W.C.1. 


OMITTED FROM PREVIOUS LISTS. 
Crump, B., B.N.R. Hotei, Ranchi, Chota Nagpur, India. 





SOME BOOKS ON DOWSING AND HUMAN 
RADIATION 


The Physics of the Divining Rod, by J. Cecil Maby and T. Bedford 
Franklin ; Bell, 21/-. 

The Divining Rod, by Sir William Barrett and Theodore Besterman 
(out of print). 

Dowsing, by Captain W. H. Trinder; British Society of Dowsers 
(obtainable by Members through the President at 5/4, post free). 

Water Divining, by Theodore Besterman: Methuen, 7/6. 

Water Diviners and their Methods, by H. Mager (translation) : Bell, 16/-. 

The Modern Dowser, by Le Vicomte Henry de France (translation) : 
2nd Edition, Bell, 4/6. 

The Art of Water Finding, by M. E. Pogson: obtainable from the 
President, B.S.D., post free, 1/8. 

Local Variations in a Penetrating Radiation and their Connection 
with Water Divining, by H. M. Budgett: obtainable from the 
President, B.S.D., -/6. 

The Human Atmosphere (the Aura), by W. J. Kilner: Kegan Paul. 
12/6. 

The Origin and Properties of the Human Aura, by Oscar Bagnall : 
Kegan Paul. 

The Chain of Life, by Guyon Richards: John Bale, 6/-. 

How do you Sleep, by L. E. Eeman: Author-Partner Press, Ltd.. 
24 Baker Street, W.1., 3/6. 

Les Sourciers et leurs Procédés, by H. Mager. 

Traité complet des secrets de la Baguette et du Pendule des Sourciers, 
by Frére Padey, 65 fr. 

Le Sourcier Moderne, by Henry de France, 5th Edition, 10 fr. 

Comment jopére, by Abbé Mermet, 4th and enlarged edition, 25 fr. 

La Radiesthésie (explaining Abbé Bouly’s method), by M. A. Capron, 
15 fr. 

Comment devenir Sourcier, by Armand Viré, 18 fr. 

Tu Seras Sourcier, by Emile Christophe, 20 fr. 

Manuel théorique et pratique de Radiesthésie, by Rneé Lacroix-’-lHenri : 
Henri Dangles, 38 rue de Moscou, Paris (8°), 20 fr. 

La Radio-Tellurie, by M. Larvaron and Dr. J. Regnault: Maison 
Deyrolle, 46 rue du Bac, Paris, 18 fr. 

Essai sur les Rayonnements de l Homme et des Etres vivants, by C. 
Voillaume. 

Cours de Radiesthésie, by Henri Lemonnier : Maison de la Radiesthésie. 
16 rue Saint-Roch, Paris. 

La Vérité sur la Radiesthésie, by Paul Serres: Dunod, Paris. 

Le Pendule Magique, by Madame de Mersseman: Maison de la Radies- 
thésie, Paris, 15 fr. 

Electricité Magnétisme Radiesthésie, by Comte de Marsay: Maison 
de la Radiesthésie, Paris, 12 fr. 

Radiesthésie Physique, by Pierre Béasse: 2nd Edition. 

Investigacién de aguas subterrdneas, by Bartolomé Darder Pericas. 
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